
AI1T..1. "TUis Society shall be called the " New York State Colonisation Society," and shall bs atixil- 
lary to the American Colonization Society. 

Art. 2. The object of this Society shall be to colonize, with their own consent, people of color of the 
United States, on the coast of Africa, and through tliem to civilize and Chris^ntie the African tribes; 
and also generally to improve the condition of the colored population of onr country. 

Art. 8. A donation of fifty dollars to the Society, at one time, shait constltAite the donor a life mem- 
ber, but persons who, previously to May, 1869, have been made life members shall continue to be such. 
The payment of three dollars siia'.i constitute the dono\r a tfiember for one year from the time of its 
payment. 

Aht. 4. The offl'ierB of the Society mail be a PMsident, to be electea annually ; four Vice-Presidents, 
si^-en Managers, a Corresponding Secretary, a Recording Secretary, and a Treasurer. The Vice- 
Presidents and Managers are divided into four classes. - At eai|fh election one class shall be "^hxited to 
hold ofHce for four years. No person shall be a Manager, whio, at the time of Ids eiectioh, is not a 
member of the Society. The Secretaries and the Treasurer shaiJI be appointed by the Board of Mmv 
agers and hold ihelr offices during the pleasure ot the Board, but shall not be removed from oiSce 
wlhout the vote cf at least t«>. 

Art. 5. The President shall preside at all meetings of the S<>ciety. The Treasurer shall keep the 
accounts of theSoclety, and take bhargeof ite fands and jaoperty, and hold th^ subject to the direc- 
tion of tht/ Board of Managers." The Correspfitiding Secretary shall conduct all correspondence, and act 
as the Society'g general agent, eul^ecti In tlv^ discharge of bis duties to the :dlrecUon of the Board of 
Control. '' ■ 

Art. 6. The Board of Control shall consist of the I*rcsldcnt, Vice-Presidents and Managers, with the 
Corresponding Secretary and Treasnrsr. The President, or hi his absence, the senior Vice-President, 
fhall preside at meetings of the Society atWI of the BoaTd of ControL if ndther the President or the 
Vice-President be present, a M&nager shall be appointed toroporary Chairman. The Board of Control 
shall have the direction of the alTairs of the Society, make oy-laws for its government, and liave the 
care, nianagement and disbnmment of its funds. When r^alarly cc-aVcned seven members shall con* 
sUtVit^ a quorum. The Board of Control may, from time to time; appoint honorary Vice-Presidents 
who shall have seats in the Board of Control, with rigiit to debate, Imt shall not be entitled to vote. 

Art. 7. The Board of Control shall have power to fill all vacancies occurringin their body; and 
three successive instances of absence by any member, fromUie meetings of the Board, witii^utgatiflfac' 
tory reasons, shall authorize the Bosird, in its di5CretiODv;t<> declare the seat. of. such-absentee vacant. 

ART, S. On or before tl»e 25th day of April in ench.year, the Hecordtng Secretary and Tr^snsjr shall 
preisre 3 roll of persons who, on the 20th day of the same month, were 'memlwrs of the Society, and 
shall keep the sai^e open for inspection at the office of the Society, and shall have the same at the sue- 
cecding election and the persons whose names are upon such roll, and such persons only, shall hive the 
right to vote at the succeeding election. On the first Tuesday in May, in each year, the annual election 
of officers shall take place at the Society's rodms. The polls shall be opened at 4 o'clock, p. m.. and 
kept open at least two hours, and until aU per^cns present entitled to vote, «hall haire an opportunity 
to vote. All votes shall be by ballot. The Society mav bars speciat meetings upon the call of the Pres- 
ident, on ibi! request of two thirds of the members of the Board of Control, by a public notice of at least 
two weeks, to be inserted :n at least four of the leading religious newspapers published in the City of 
Nev? York. 

Art. 9. Each donor of two hundred and fifty dollars at one time, or who shall increase a donation of 
one hundred dollars to two hundred and fifty dollars, shall be an honorary member of the Board of 
Control. All persons heretofore made honorary members, sJiiHll continue to be such, Ifonorary raem- 
befij shiiH h»ve t!te right of debat-e bat cannot vote. 

Airf, 10. aaoUifutecriber of one thousand dollars, in ftve annua! payments, shall be a Patron of the 
SiNjiety ; and any clerjjyman, by the payment <if half thefse several sums, shall be entitled to either of 
tlie offices in this and U>^ preceding Article mentioned. 

Art, 11. Tlie Patrons of the Society, and honorary members of the Boartl of Managers, shall be eu 
titled to att«ml (tnd deiibftpate at all raceUngs of tlie B<iard of Mans^ers, but not to vote. 

AttT. It. Tlie ConsiltutSoH may be altered at an annual meeting of the Society, by a vote of a ma- 
jority of the members present, npofi a proposition to that effect by any member of the Society, trans- 
mitted to the Corresponding Secretary, and publisbi/l in tlie ofRciiil pai>er of the Sociyty one month 
bvfore tht' annuiil meeting,"ttnd a copy of such pr ora?ition shall be furnished to each manager. 
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May 17, 

Tlie Society met at its Rooms, in the City of New Tork. The 
Report of the Board of Control was read as follows: 

To ike J^evj Ywlc State Colonisation Society: 

The Board of Control during the fortieth year of your exist 
ence, now ending, has, with the means at its disposal, prosecuted 
the purposes set forth in your constitution and charter. The Rev. 
Doctor John B. Pinney, v^ho, since 1843 has filled with eminent 
ability the office of corresponding secretary, has deemed it his duty to 
resign his position with a view to removal to a western State. The 
Board deeply regrets to lose his services. His life, from his early 
manhood, has been given to the work of African Colonization, and 
the conversion of the sons of Africa to the Gospel of the Saviour. 
Kone of the distinguished friends of the enterprise has performed 
more labor in promoting it, and none has met with more success 
in his efforts in its behalf. Five years have been spent by him at 
different periods in Africa, either as a missionary, or in connection 
with the government of Liberia, or as a Commissioner from one of 
the Colonization Societies of this country. His last visit to that 
country was in 1869, when, as the agent of this society, he spent 
nearly three months in going through its settlements, and ascer- 
taining their condition and wants with a view to aid in directing 
the efforts of the friends of the cause in this country. To the facts 
then collected by him, and his judicious advice, the Society is in- 
debted for the policy which it has since then pursued. 

During the past year no person has applied to the Society for 
aid to emigrate to Liberia. Its labors have, therefore, been exclu- 
sively directed to the improvement of the condition of Liberia by 
educational movements. It has continued the support of one Pro- 
fessor in the College of Liberia, has aided in the support of eight 
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scholars in the institution, has assisted two young men not con> 
nected with the college in a. course of |ducation, with a view to the 
gospel ministry, and has sustained sefenteen teachers of primary 
schools. The Rev. Edward Blyden,Ho had been Fulton Pro- 
fessor since the organization of the feoUege, having removed to 
Sierra Leone to become a teacher of ^abic in the Fourah Bay 
College, the Board of Control nominafed Mr. Martin H. Freeman 
as his successor. The appointment kvas confirmed by the trus- 
tees of the College, and he is now p^'forming. the duties of the 
professorship. Professor Freeman i^ a graduate of Middlebury 
College, where he received the second honor of his class. He 
was for some time a classical teacher in this countrj', and for 
several years hash een professor in theiCollege of Liberia. Of un- 
mixed negro blood, he is a gentleman d' superior attainments, and 
eminently fitted for his position, during the year the Rev. 
Jacob W. Yon Brunn, a native A^can prince, came to our 
country, at the invitation of the S)eiety and at its expense, 
and spent several months in visiting churches and Sunday schools, 
to enlist their interest in Christian work among the Bassa 
people, numbering over one hundred thousand souls, who inhabit 
a territory nearly seventy miles by one hundred and f^>rty. His 
father was tlie king or headman of the whole territory, and was 
induced to send his son to Monrovia to be educated. He has for 
several years been the pastor of a Baptist church, consisting ex- 
clusively of native converts. While in this country he obtained 
means to enable him to erect a house of worship for his people, 
and to establish several schools among his countrymen. 

The great wai^t in Liberia at this time is a system of schools 
where all the children of a proper age, both emigrant and aborig- 
inal, can obtain the elements of an English education. Imperfect 
English is understood in all the native towns within a distance of 
more than fifty miles from the coast, and the head men of these 
towns are anxious to have schools for their children. In many 
instances they would erect cheap schoolhouses could a teacher be 
sent to them. The republic has a college where from fifty to one 
hundred pupils might be constantly receiving a full collegiate edu- 
cation ; but although it has been in operation for nine years, it has 
at no time had more than fifteen pupils in its college classes, and 
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as yet but six young men liave completed its full academic ^ 
course. Without the aid of preparatory schools, its usefulness 
will be greatly hindered for years to come. 

The changes in the civil condition of the negro in our country 
within the last eleven years, have effected a revolution of feeling in 
relation to African colonization, both among the white and the 
colored population. With respect to the former it is manifested in a 
loss of interest in the enterprise. This is shown by the falling off in 
the contributions made in its aid. In the year 1859 the donations 
and legacies to the American Colonization Society amounted 
to $98,639 88. 

In 1868 they were 42,804 36. 

" 1869 32,017 64. 

« 1870 " 20,292 48. 

" 1871 " 13,842 99. 

Thus, while they are now less than one seventh of tlieir amount 
in 1859, they have for the last four years fallen off in each year 
about one quarter, or one third of their aggregate in the preceding 
year, until they dwindled in the last year to a sum several thou- 
sand dollars less than the amount expended by that society " for 
salaries of secretaries and agents, paper, and printing the African 
Repository and Annual Eeport, expenses of auxiliary societies, in- 
terest on loans, stationery, postages, &c."* And this decrease in 
that society's receipts was not owing to a want of effort to make 
collections. It had in its service three active secretaries and two 
district secretaries at generous salaries, all of whose time was 
devoted to its work, and a third district secretary who gave to it 
a portion of his time. And the acknowledgment in its organ, 
The African Hejyository^ of donations and legacies for the first 
four months of the current year, do not indicate any increase of 
the feeling in favour of the enterprise. These are as follows : 

In January, $1,364 65. 

" February, 951 68. 

« March, 1,963 99. 

« April, ...... 880 10. 

An aggregate for four laonths of . . . $5,160 42. 



f Tbese amounted to $17,753 84. See African Repository for February, 
1873, p. 35. 
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A similar indisposition to aid the enterprise has been mani- 
fested by tlie former friends of this; Society. In view of it, the 
Board of Control has discontinued all paid agencies, and it now 
recommends that, until a diiferent course is indicated by Provi- 
dential developments, the Society shall confine itself to the proper 
administration, with the least possible expense, of the funds which 
have hitherto been committed to it, and such voluntary donations 
as it may hereafter receive. 

Tlie present condition of Liberia commands the sympathy of 
American philanthropists. The little republic has grown up on 
the coast of Afi'ica under the labors of about fifteen thousand 
emigrants, sent there by the various colonization societies in this 
country. The survivors of these emigrants, and their descendants, 
now constitute its citizens. They are intermingled with, and sur- 
rounded by, an aboriginal population tnore than thirty times their 
number, men of the same race, but baxharians and idolaters. The 
emigrants were the poor and the ignorant : most of them were 
born in slavery and dwarfed by its influences. It would be as un- 
just to them as unreasonable, to expecti that these victims of slavery 
without education and without property, should at once elevate 
themselves to the condition of Amerioan freemen. They went 
directly from the slave quarters of th^ South, with little but their 
own hands, to encounter and subdue atropical forest, and render it 
capable of producing food for themselves and their children. It 
is greatly to their credit that any of ^em succeeded. The more 
fortunate have cleared for themselves sinall farms, and made them 
selves comfortable homes. A few-4a very few — ^by superior 
energy, have risen above the diflSculties which kept down their less 
gifted brethren, and accumulated moderate fortunes. But the large 
majority are still very poor. Yet, notwithstanding the discour- 
agments of their situation, they have accomplished noble deeds, 
long to be remembered. They found six hundred miles of coast 
occupied by the barracoons of the slave dealers. Long before 
American slavery became extinct, they had been the most effective 
active agents in driving from its whole length the dealer in 
linmaii flesh. They found a savage people, all of whose 
tribes were hunting men and women to sell to the slave 
trader, and they constrained them to abandon the diabolical 
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traffic. For a quarter of a century they have maintained self- 
government, and, notwithstanding the troubles which have 
been manifested in their republic during the past year, it still 
stands, and humanity may hope that good order will again be 
restored to it. With the aid of missionary societies, in the midst 
of their poverty, Christian ministera have been sustained, and 
churches, feeble it is true, planted in most of their settlements. 
Their example has aroused the head men of the surrounding tribes 
to desire their civilization. The latter have seen the good influ- 
ence of the few schools which here and there have been planted, 
and now ask for schools where their children may be taught the 
English language, and become civilized. But they ask in vain. 
The mass of the Liberians are too poor to furnish them, and, in- 
deed, too poor to sustain them for their own children. The whole 
number of schools in the republic but little exceeds thirty, and 
these contain less than six hundred pupils. There should be three 
times this number of children of the emigrants, and one hundred 
times the number of children of the aborigines, in a course of com- 
mon school instruction. 

The Board of Control is persuaded that the time has arrived 
when the republic is to be strengthened rather by rendering it at- 
tractive to the negro in other lands by means of educational and 
civilizing institutions, and by bringing to its aid the aboriginal ele- 
ment, enlightened and Christian, than by introducing to it, in its 
feeble condition, more poor and ignorant people from America : 
that the true policy of the friends of the negro is not to send 
him off ignorant and degraded, but to OhriBtianize and elevate 
him here, and prepare him when he may hereafter desire to cast his 
lot in the home of his ancestore, to c^rry with him light and intel- 
ligence and thus aid in building up an African nationality : that as 
a feature of this policy we should aid Liberia in imparting education 
and Christianity not only to her own emigrant people, but to all 
the aboriginal people within her reach, so that the philanthropist, 
at a day not very distant in the future, may see it a centre of 
light and intelligence to the whole African continent, and the elder 
sister of a union of self-governing Christian states, the reflection 
of our own. There is reason to hope that this may be done. Her 
aborigines are of the same blood with her citizens. It is only edu- 
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cation that makes them to differ. President Roberts, in his recent 
inaugural address, said : — 

" It is extremely desirable that the whole dbcmgiiiwl jpoj^vMtim 
of the Republic should be drawn as rapidly as possible within the 
circle of civilization, and be fitted by suitable ediceational training 
for all the duties of civilized social life." 

Without this educational training " the children of the emi- 
grants are in danger of lapsing into the barbarism that surrounds 
them. The acts of violence committed in Monrovia last autumn, 
were the natural results of a want of education. A wise economy 
in expending money for Liberia, demands that, as speedily as prac- 
ticable, schools should be opened throughout its whole length and 
breadth, and that not an emigrant nor a native village should be 
without one. It costs as little to maintain a school for a year, as 
to send out an adult emigrant. The sum annually expended in 
keeping one in a native town would, in a short series of years, fur- 
nish from its pupils a much larger number of citizens fitted for 
usefulness than if employed in sending emigrants; and the edu- 
cated aborigines would be the better citizens. 

In arriving at these conclusions, the Board of Control would 
not reflect unfavorably upon the policy thus far pursued by the 
friends of colonization. Under the circumstances which formerly 
existed, it was wise to send out emigrants although they were poor 
and ignorant. There was a reasonable probability that in escap- 
ing from the atmosphere of slavery they might better their own 
condition, and prepare a free and comfortable home for their de- 
scendants, and that, with aid from this country, they might improve 
their own civilization, and impart it to the native tribes of Africa. 
But the whole aspect of the case is changed. In this country the 
negi'o is not only emancipated, but he is invested with all the 
political rights of the white man. He is in every respect as free 
as his former master, not simply to labor, and be protected in the 
reward of his labor, but to aspire to civil honors, and become a 
legislator, or governor, or judge, or senator. If he is poor he has 
the same choice of employment before him that the poor white 
man has, iind the same opportunities to acquire fcod accumulate 
wealth. And whenever he desires to emigrate to Africa he can as 
easily earn the means to take him there as the New Englander can 
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when he wishes to improve his condition by seeking a western 
home. We must now regard him as a man with the instincts and 
capabilities of a man, and with all his opportunities to acquire 
wealth or respect. There is no imperative demand of humanity 
to furnish such an one means to send liim out of the country. 

But there is a call upon American philanthropy to aid in ele- 
vating those whom we have already induced to leave this country, 
and seek a home in Africa, and a loud demand upon American 
Christianity to fit them to impart civilization and a pure faith to 
the millions of their barbarian brethren. The poor and ignorant 
just escaped from slavery can very imperfectly do this. Liberia 
needs quite another class of persons for the purpose ; those who by 
education and training have become qualified to be ministers of 
religion, teachers, skilful mechanics or agriculturists, and intel- 
ligent, industrious, and enterprising men. With their aid she may 
elevate the condition of her own children, and may hope to train 
the hundreds of thousands of her barbarian people to make them 
useful citizens. The last report of the American Colonii;ation 
Society gives as the language of one of her ablest citizens, " Our 
great desideratum is a few thomand strong-muled^ self-dependent 
energetic men^ with a goodly modioiim of intelligence"* The policy 
of our Society is to encourage such persons to go there, and if 
necessary to assist them to go, not as mere colonists but as emi- 
grants. Hitherto but few such have been sent. The last expedi- 
tion sent by the American Colonization Society illustrates as well 
as verifies the remark. It was pronounced by the officers of that so- 
ciety to consist of a better class than had usually been sent. Yet of 
the two hundred and forty-three persons who composed it, only 
seventeen could both read and write. Twenty-two moye could 
read but not write, leaving two hundred aiid four who could neither 
read nor write. It is true that a portion of the two hundred and 
four were children, but more than one hundred of the number were 
of an age in which all are here expected to be readers. 

With a well educated and religious people, Liberia would be a 
most attractive home to the negro in every land. Possessing a 
soil of unfiurpassed fertility, and a ciijnat^e adapted to his constitlv 
tion, it must be that the time tvili come when he will be friOvad b}' 
the same inducements to go there which now call the Irish, the 

* Afr. Et)p., F^t., i?) rlv p. 4p> 
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German md the ScandiDaviaa people from their native land to 
establish homeji } a our western prairies, tJie desire to better their 
condition J to leave a happier heritage to their children. And 
there will be other attractions to the negro — the love of race, the 
desire to elevate it, commercial enterprise, and more than all, the 
instinct of Christianity to carry the gospel to every benighted heart. 
In every such case the motive which leads the emigrant will be a 
guaranty that he will become a useful citizen, and ordinarily he 
will prefer to decline becoming the beneficiary of a colonization 
society. One who is unwilling to obtain by his own exertions at 
least a part of the means to emigrate, may generally remain where 
he is born with quite as much benefit to Liberia, as to go there to 
enlarge the number of her idlers. 

For nearly half a century, the New York State Colonization 
Society has prosecuted the work of African colonization with the 
distinct object of elevating the condition of the negro, and by his 
means extending the triumphs of Christianity over the whole con- 
tinent of Africa. Ko narrow feeling of caste, no contempt for an 
unfortunate race in our country, no desue to expel its children i^m 
the land to which their fathers were brought against their will bias 
limited its benevolence, or directed its efibrts. There is now no 
necessity for it to change its aims to accommodate itself to the 
altered circumstances of the negro race. They were adopted by 
the noble men whose names illustrate its early history ; they have 
been pursued by a long line of benevolent men, who have fol- 
lowed in their footsteps, and the Board of Control earnestly hope 
they will never cease to be the aims of all who may succeed them, 
and that with the blessing ol' Providence? they may lead to results 
to call fortli the gratitude of taibon^ mM<>ns of redeemed and re- 
generated sons of Africa, rejoicing under the light of the Gospel. 

A i^er j'eading the report it wa^i— 

Resoked, that the Society concurs with the conclusions of the 
Board of Control, in the annual report, and that until circum- 
stances shall indieiiti) tite p'roprietj of pursuing a different couree, 
the society will best promote the object of its constitution and 
charter, and the virsWs of its fouiidere^ by continuing the policy of 
aiding the ed^icationsl want? of Lii>(^-4i^, anc< that for the prerfcnt it 
will limit it-^;<ii>Jirribution^*-t^^ emigration to the aid only of '^gjoh 



per^bhs as &t6, hj hiteWi^enm^ culture, or skill in the arts, fitted 
for usefulness/ kavft>g .oi!^»iJ5^^ of the 

; nfitural laws which gov#h it in oUier esses. 
. The tbllowing persons were then eie<jttMl otBccrs of the Society — 

I ;^ President, 

HeKKY M. SCMIEFFEUN. 

Vice-President for four years, 
Oai.kb Swan. 

Managers for four years, 
Rev. jAitfES R. Kendriok, D.D., 
R. M. Hartley, 
Thomas Davenport, 
Henry B. Dyi r. 



The Society then adjourned. 
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